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Presented by the:
AGUA DULCE TOWN COUNCIL

• Why is the Agua Dulce Town Council revising our 
Community Standard District (CSD) Document?

– To further preserve our rural lifestyle

– Allow for smart, planned development

– Save trails for our children

– Provide tangible community standards for County 
Planning to use

– Give us a roadmap and vision to follow for the 
future 

Why a CSD Revision?



Presented by the:
AGUA DULCE TOWN COUNCIL

• Existing CSD is brief & general in nature

– 2 acre minimum not including easements

– No trails plan

– No community standards for developers

– No protection guidelines for unique geographical 
features

– Insufficient detail to give County Planning our 
vision for the future 

Current CSD



Presented by the:
AGUA DULCE TOWN COUNCIL

• March 2006:  CSD Revision Committee re-established

• Quarterly to Monthly Committee Meetings

• Monthly Report to Town Council

• Outreach to survey public opinion

– Community meetings and Town Halls

– Surveys mailed to individuals, businesses and developers

– Ballots sent to all households

– Country Journal articles and updates on issues

Communication Plan Followed



Department of Regional Planning

• Who are we?

– We  write and enforce the policy and codes for 
unincorporated Los Angeles County

• What are we trying to do at 
this meeting?

– Explain the document and 
maps.

– Listen to the community, and 
be guided by your input.



Community Standards Districts: 
Overview

• Applicability

• Community Wide Standards

• Zone Specific:

– Residential and Agricultural

– Commercial and Industrial



Boundary



Community-Wide Standards
• Highways and Local Streets

• Street Lighting (public lighting)

• Exterior Lighting (private lighting)

• Signs

• Vegetation Conservation

• Trails

• Density controlled Development

• Hillside management

• Significant Ridgeline Protection

• Drainage



Highways and Local Streets

ROAD DESIGN:

• Paving width limited 

• Curbs, gutters, sidewalks, and street lights will be 
built only where necessary for public safety 

• Shoulders (public right of way) will remain 
unobstructed so that equestrians can use this area 
for travel.

STREET LIGHTS:

• New lights installed only where necessary for 
public safety

• Shielded to prevent light pollution



Exterior Lighting (private lighting)
NEW LIGHTING:

• Cannot cause Light Trespass
• Requires shielded fixtures
• Reduce wasted light

EXISTING LIGHTING:

• Has 20 years, if it doesn’t trespass 

Exemptions:

• For temporary uses and public security.



Signs

• Reduced number of sign types allowed compared to LA 

County Code. 

• Limits number of signs and size of signs.

• Temporary signs must be removed in a timely fashion.

• Residential Entrance Signs , new sign type:

all residences may have a sign (Ex.“Howard’s Ranch”)



Vegetation Conservation

Approval Required for:

• Projects removing over 30% of native vegetation

– Development projects of 5 or more lots

– Non residential uses (ex. commercial) on an acre or more

Native Vegetation to be used in landscaped 
areas and on graded slopes



Trails

All Discretionary Projects shall contain trail 
easements (based on Adopted Trails Plan)

Trail Standards

• Not located next to roads
•Connectivity to local features and other trails
• Sets minimum standards for trail construction
• Community notice and input phase



Density controlled Development

Often called “clustering”, this is 
when developers place homes 
close together, preserving the 
rest of the land as open space.

•Minimum lot size is 2 acres.

•Yards must meet Agua Dulce requirements

•Lots have a minimum width and depth (165 ft)



Hillside Management

When more than 5 parcels are created or developed this 
section requires a written record stating that grading is 
limited to the individual structures being created.

Cannot level the whole site:



Significant Ridgeline 
Protection

• Significant Ridgelines are 
identified and mapped.

•Standards require that no one builds in a way 
that breaks the ridgeline. 

• Additional permitting is required for people who 
feel they need to build in the ridgeline area.



Drainage
• Limited percentages for “impervious finished surface areas” on 

parcels.

• Design guidelines encourage permeable solutions and swales

USE TYPE MAXIMUM

Residential

Less than 1.25 acres 42% or up to 
11,00 sq ft

Less than 1.25 acres 20%

Non-Residential

Open storage and old age homes 65%

Churches or schools 75%

Hospitals, cemeteries, mortuaries and mausoleums 80%

Stores, supermarkets, shopping centers, restaurants, service stations, motels, 
hotels, office buildings, professional buildings, banks, warehouses, 
manufacturing, enclosed storage, lumber yards and kennels

85%



Zone Specific: Residential and 
Agricultural

• Minimum lot size: 2 acres

• Minimum lot widths: 165 ft

• Required yards: Front- 50 ftRear and sides- 25 ft

• Home based occupations operations(hours, number of people)

• Dogs- 2 dogs per acre once you have one acre, max 7 dogs

• Cargo shipping containers can be used (up to 4)

• Commercial Vehicles- park one per parcel.



Zone Specific:  Commercial & 
Manufacturing

• Structure  designs: Western, Southwestern, 
Spanish Mission, Victorian, Native American

• Utilities and equipment visible from street-
screened.

• If the parcel is next to a trail, or right of way, 
access routes provided, and at least one 
hitching post.



Sleepy Valley

Existing  community of 
small lots.

Do not need to have the required yard size for other 
residential. Use the existing County standards for R1:

Front yards: 20 ft
Side yards- 10 ft
Rear yard- 15 ft



Community Meeting:
•We tell you what we did.
•You tell us what you think

•We proceed if there is a general consensus

Regional Planning Commission:
•Hears presentation on the provisions,
•Listens to public comments
•Decides if the ordinance is ready to go to the 
Board of Supervisors or needs changes.

Board of Supervisors:
Hears presentation on the provisions, 

Listens to public comments 
Decides if the ordinance is ready to be 

approved

Ordinance Passes Board

?
YOU ARE 

HERE



Contact Us:

Los Angeles County 

Department of Regional Planning

Emma Howard

ehoward@planning.lacounty.gov

213-974-6476

320 W. Temple Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012
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